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Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Feb. 16

Memorandum on Expediting Federal Decisions Relating to the Siting and 
Operation of Power Plants in California 
February 15, 2001

Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense, 
the Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary 
of Agriculture, the Secretary of Commerce, 
the Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency

Subject: Expediting Federal Decisions 
Relating to the Siting and Operation of 
Power Plants in California

Governor Davis of California has di-
rected State and local agencies to expedite 
the review and licensing of new power gen-
eration facilities, and he has requested that 
Federal agencies do the same. 

The Federal Government should make 
every effort to work with California and 

to help its citizens. I hereby direct all rel-
evant Federal agencies to expedite Federal 
permit reviews and decision procedures 
with respect to the siting and operation of 
power plants in California. All actions taken 
must be consistent with statute and ensure 
continued protection of public health and 
the environment while preserving appro-
priate opportunities for public participation. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on February 
16.

The President’s News Conference With President Vicente Fox of Mexico 
in San Cristobal, Mexico 
February 16, 2001

President Fox. Good afternoon. Good 
afternoon, Mr. President. This morning I 
have held very productive and cordial talks 
with the President of the United States, 
Mr. George W. Bush. We have agreed on 
a set of principles and values to provide 
our relationship as neighbors with more 
constructive dynamics of more intense co-
operation, in order to unfold all the poten-
tial of our bilateral relations. 

The fact that the President—George 
Bush’s first foreign visit has our country 
as its destination is a clear message of the 
interest his administration places on 
strengthening links with Mexico. At the 
same time, it is quite a distinction. 

This starting point is very encouraging, 
so that both Mexicans and Americans, to-
gether, to inaugurate an era of shared pros-
perity together. I also acknowledge Presi-

dent Bush’s demonstration of friendship by 
coming to Guanajuato, the cradle of Mexi-
co’s independence. And I am particularly 
grateful for his greeting my mother, Dona 
Mercedes, as well as for his visit to my 
house—his house—here in San Cristobal. 

Let me tell you, Mr. President, that you 
will always be welcome in this, your 
home—or, in your language, President, you 
know that we consider you a friend of Mex-
ico, a friend of Mexican people, and a 
friend of mine. 

The agreements we have reached today 
are embodied in the document that we 
have, and we ratified our commitment to 
values of democracy and the promotion of 
human rights, as well as the aim of the 
fruits of development reach all sectors of 
our society. 
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